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Documentation is presented in: Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form QA-105 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _ A _ B _ C _ D Considerations: _ A _ B __ C __D _ E _ F _ G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: _ yes Listed: yes 

ite visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

Architectural Description: 

This form supplements the existing Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) form completed for the Spring Garden Farm 
in 1983. It provides an updated description, significance evaluation, and determination of eligibility for the property. 

The farm complex on Spring Garden Lane is located on a 280-acre parcel of land to the southeast of Centreville in Queen Anne's 
County. The property contains a dilapidated residence surrounded by a collection of modern farm buildings. The residence is 
vacant and is in a state of collapse. Portions of the house are obscured by vines and other plant growth. Since the initial MIHP 
form was completed, the property has deteriorated substantially. 

The residence consists of a circa 1790 brick house that was altered with Queen Anne and Gothic additions approximately 100 
years after its initial construction. Clad in brick that was at one time painted white, the facade of the house features a front-facing 
gable atop an octagonal portion of the building. A round-arch window is located in the articulated gable. The entrance is obscured 
by the collapsing porch. 
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Pa«e2A side-gable wing extends from the octagonal portion of the building. The wing contains a single-story porch topped with a 
standing-seam metal roof that is currently collapsing. The porch supports, which are failing, consist of turned balusters. 
Fenestration beneath the porch has been obscured by the partial collapse. Window openings on the second level are tall and 
narrow and are missing the glass, but some are covered with louvered shutters. Gable dormers whose sides are clad in wood 
shingles sit atop the roof, which is covered with asbestos shingles. 

Metal pole barns and sheds of recent construction dates are now located on the farm, which remains in cultivation. 

History, Significance, and Determination of Eligibility: 

The Spring Garden Farm is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. While the poor condition of a 
property does not preclude it from listing in the National Register, the state of near-collapse of the property has obscured character-
defining features and materials from both original construction and the later Victorian-era construction. The loss of original 
outbuildings including a dairy and the addition of modern agricultural buildings also compromises the integrity of the property as a 
historic farmstead. 

The Spring Garden Farm is not eligible under National Register Criterion A. It originally was an example of a farmstead with an 
associated farmhouse in the agricultural region of Queen Anne's County. However, changes to the farmstead, most notably the 
demolition of original agricultural buildings, have diminished the property's ability to convey its once-important role as an 
agricultural enterprise. The property is also not eligible under Criterion B. Research does not indicate that the owners were locally 
significant citizens or farmers. The property is not eligible under Criterion C because it no longer conveys as a distinctive 
architectural entity due to the deterioration of the main house, the demolition of original agricultural buildings, and the construction 
of modern buildings. The property was not evaluated for archeological potential under Criterion D at this time. 
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c. 1790 
QA-105 c# 1 8 9 0 
Spring Garden 
Centreville 
private 

Spring Garden Farm is a large brick structure with 
two obvious periods of construction. The oldest section 
is mentioned on the 1798 tax assessment as a 30' x 40' 
two story brick structure with a kitchen of almost the 
same floor size. Late in the 19th century the kitchen 
wing was torn down and a late Victorian Gothic wing was 
built at right angles thereto. At the same time a porch 
was extended across the facade and the windows and doors 
were remodeled. It nevertheless retained its unique 
dormer windows with crossetted trim and keystones. The 
interior was apparently changed at this time. 
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CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Spring Garden is located on Rolling Branch Road 

between Rt. 304 and U.S. Rt. 301 southeast of Centre-

ville. It is a large brick structure composed of a 

late 18th century section and a late 19th century 

section, both 2 1/2 stories in height. 

The house faces northeast and the older section, 

on the northwest, is a five bay, all header bond, 

two and one half story structure with deep 'A' roof. 

Along the facade, first story, extends a porch with 

large turned posts and well designed pierced scrolled 

brackets. The windows have been lengthened and 

now have 1/1 sash with the upper sash having small 

square panes,around the one large pane. The central 

entrance has bold double doors with three pane 

transom. All of the windows and doors have trim 

applied over the brick walls, a part of the major 

late 19th century remodelings. On the second story 

of the northeast facade are five windows with 6/6 

sash. On the roof are two extraordinary dormers 

having 6/6 sash and crossetted trim with keystone 

in the center of the plain gable. Two huge chimneys 

rise from within the gables of this section. The 

roof throughout is covered with slate. The cornice 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Spring Garden Farm is a large brick structure 

with two obvious periods of construction. The oldest 

section is mentioned on the 1798 tax assessment as 

a 30' x 40' two story brick structure with a kitchen 

of almost the same floor size. Late in the 19th 

century the kitchen wing was torn down and a late 

Victorian Gothic wing was built at right angles 

thereto. At the same time a porch was extended 

across the facade and the windows0and doors were 

remodeled. It nevertheless retained its unique 

dormer windows with crossetted trim and keystones. 

The interior was apparently changed at this time. 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

has a row of dentils with three drill holes between each 

dentil. 

The northwest gable of the old section is a plain 

brick wall with one former opening now bricked in. It 

apparently was a basement entrance at grade with segmental 

rubbed brick arch. The gable is laid in Flemish garden 

wall bond. 

On the southwest facade, there is only a porch at 

the central door. It is identical to the front door. 

The windows flanking the door appear to be the original 

height judging from the position of the shutter dogs; 

however, they have4/4 sash. The dogs have an unusual 

shape, almost an '8' shaped plate with rat tail on one 

end. There is a double stepped water table and a one 

brick string course around the house. One window in 

the basement is located on the westernmost bay. The 

easternmost bay has the relocated bulkhead. This side, 

too, has two extraordinary dormers like those of the 

front. Unlike the front, however, this wall is laid 

in Flemish bond. 

Returning to the northeast facade, the c. 1890 wing 

projects slightly from the face of the older section and 

has two equal angled walls flanking it. In the center 

is a plain door with transom on the first story. In the 

two angled walls are one window each with 1/1 sash. The 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

porch projecting around this uneven gable is screened, but 

otherwise is the same build as the remainder of the porch. 

In the attic is a shingle-covered gable/pediment with 

window. 

It is obvious that the designer of the wing was more 

concerned in making the southeast facade more symmetrical 

than the approach facade,for the wing is divided into two 

elements, a semi-octagonal projection on the north and 

a plain three bay structure with center gable on the south. 

This explains the reason for the uneven angles of the 

northeast facade. The semi-octagonal bay has a pair of 

1/1 sash windows on both stories and a single window on 

the flanking walls. There is a pedimented gable with 

round window in the shingle decoration in the roof. The 

three southern bays have a central door with transom and 

hood, .and a shingled gable/pediment in the roof, with semi

circular headed window. A chimney rises slightly south 

of center from the apex of the roof. On the southwest 

gable is a large shed roof enclosed porch with chimney. 

One window on the gable is off-center. This section 

projects deeper than the older section and has one 

window on both floors on, the northwest wall. 

Slightly southeast of the house is a framed smoke 

house with vertical boards. A tilted false plate supports 

the roof rafters. Strap hinges on the facade door appear 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 

original. Itstands on brick piers. According to the 

owner, Mr. Quimby, there was also a dairy between the 

smoke house and the house with 7' deep cellar having a 

trough around the outter walls. It blew down in a storm 

many years ago. 
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